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William P. Frye, Republicans, Senator George
Gray, Democrat, and Whitelaw Reid, the editor of
the New York Tribune. The secretary of the com-
mission was the distinguished student of interna-
tional law, John Bassett Moore. On most points
there was general agreement as to what they were
to do. Cuba, of course, must be free. It was,
moreover, too obvious to need much argument
that Spanish rule on the American continent must
come altogether to an end. As there was no or-
ganized local movement in Porto Rico to take over
the government, its cession to the United States
was universally recognized as inevitable. Never-
theless when the two commissions met in Paris,
there proved to be two exciting subjects of contro-
versy, and at moments it seemed possible that the
attempt to arrange a peace would prove unsuccess-
ful. However reassured the people were by the suc-
cessful termination of the war, for those in authority
the period of anxiety had not yet entirely passed.

The first of these points was raised by the Span-
ish commissioners. They maintained that the sepa-
ration of Cuba from Spain involved the rending of
the Empire, and that Cuba should therefore take
responsibilities as well as freedom. The specific
question was that of debts contracted by Spain, for